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How to Create Simple Assessments for WindStars
 WindStars was created with the recognition that assessment requirements are di�erent for each teacher based 
upon location, district or school. Below are the National Core Arts Standards for the United States that WindStars 
was based upon:

 Since WindStars was created to be a flexible addition to any group setting, we did not create specific assess-
ments in recognition that needs di�er across various age groups. It was our desire to keep music exploration at the 
heart of learning and allow the teacher the space to assess as they felt most beneficial.

Creating
Definition: Conceiving and 
developing new artistic 
ideas and work.

Performing/ Presenting/ 
Producing
Definition:
Performing: Realizing 
artistic ideas and work 
through interpretation and 
presentation.
Presenting: Interpreting 
and sharing artistic work.
Producing: Realizing and 
presenting artistic ideas 
and work.

Responding
Definition: Understanding 
and evaluating how the 
arts convey meaning.

Connecting
Definition: Relating artistic 
ideas and work with 
personal meaning and 
external context.

National Core Arts Standards,
Artistic Processes and Anchor Standards

Artistic Processes

Students will:

1. Generate and               
conceptualize artistic ideas 
and work.

2. Organize and develop 
artistic ideas and work.

3. Refine and complete 
artistic work.

Students will:

4. Select, analyze, and 
interpret artistic work for 
presentation.

5. Develop and refine 
artistic techniques and 
work for presentation.

6. Convey meaning 
through the presentation 
of artistic work.

Students will:

7. Perceive and analyze 
artistic work.

8. Interpret intent and 
meaning in artistic work.

9. Apply criteria to evalu-
ate artistic work.

Students will:

10. Synthesize and relate 
knowledge and personal 
experiences to make art.

11. Relate artistic ideas and 
works with societal, cultural 
and historical context to 
deepen understanding.

Anchor Standards



 It is important to incorporate appropriate assessments that meet the goals of educational accountability in 
music that help ensure students’ educational success.

There are three recommended types of assessment:
 1. Self assessment
 2. Peer Assessment
 3. Teacher Assessment

 It is critical to clearly define what skill or knowledge is being evaluated before an assessment is created. It is 
recommended to focus on a smaller group of concepts or skills in each assessment and create more frequent 
assessments. It is impossible to evaluate everything at once so simple is better!
 In addition, many teachers already have assessments that they can easily use with WindStars. For example, 
a rubric that was created to evaluate a recorder performance could be duplicated for a Dood/Toot performance. If 
there is audio or video recording equipment available, it can be used to capture a class performance for self or peer 
evaluation. If you are a new teacher or looking for additional ideas, below are several forms of assessment that you 
could use or adapt. Please note that this is not a comprehensive list.

Check-lists:
 ● Can be used to evaluate any type of skills but are yes/no.
 ● For example, is a student’s left hand on the top of the instrument: if yes, check the box.

Compositions:
 ● Generating unique ideas within specific parameters is a great way to help students tie concepts together.  
 Compositions can be simple or complex based upon the concepts or skills being evaluated. Make sure that  
 students clearly understand what parts of the composition are being assessed and where they have freedom  
 to include their  own ideas.

Entrance/Exit Slips:
 ● These are short, simple questions that students can answer as they enter or exit the music class. Sample  
 questions are:
  ● What questions do you have?
  ● What was the one thing that helped you learn the most today?
  ● What do you need help with?
  ● A specific question about a topic or concept in the current class or previous.



Rubrics:
 ● Tend to work well because much of what is learned and experienced in music class is subjective.
 ● Rubrics allow multiple aspects of music to be evaluated at a time and to easily see stronger and weaker  
 areas.
 ● Can be used for assessing a student’s performance or as a tool for students to assess each other (peer  
 evaluate) or themselves (self evaluate).
 ● If students are going to be using the rubric themselves, make sure to use terminology that they              
 understand.

Self Assessment:
 ● It is important for students to have opportunities to reflect on their own progress. Audio and video   
 recordings are great tools to give students processing time for honest evaluation.

WindStars Questions:
 ● There are questions after each tune printed in the student/parent book that check for understanding of  
 concepts related to rhythm and reading iconic notation. These can be used as a form of assessment or  
 answered together as a class.

 We welcome teachers to check out our WindStars Facebook group. We want this to be a collaborative 
space for anyone working with WindStars to ask questions or share ideas. If you have any specific questions about 
assessment, please email brittany@nuvo-instrumental.com.


